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A Statistical-Analytic Examination of Golden-Chain Hadiths
Regarding Beliefs (Except the Problem of Imamate)
in ‘Uyin Akhbar al-Rida

Seyedeh Mona Mousavi'
Abstract

Doctrinal hadiths (those concerned with beliefs), which reflect the involvement of
the Imams in theological discussions and the development and reinforcement of the
Shiite theological school, highlight the significance and status of hadiths within
transmitted theology (al-kalam al-naqli). Among these are the golden-chain (silsilat
al-dhahab) hadiths, which, if their chain of transmission is authenticated—concerning
the non-infallible transmitters—are among the most reliable and valuable hadiths in
Imam tradition. This justifies reliance on them, and their examination contributes to
the affirmation and enrichment of transmitted Shiite theological evidence. ‘Uyiin
Akhbar al-Rida includes such hadiths, encompassing both doctrinal and non-doctrinal
content. In this study, the hadiths related to doctrinal topics (other than imamate), such
as faith (@man), monotheism (tawhid), the attributes of God, the characteristics and
status of the Prophet, the angels, and other related issues, were identified, described,
and then subjected to qualitative and quantitative analysis. The content of the 94
hadiths identified in this context affirms Shiite doctrinal teachings or responds to
objections raised against them. The statistical and analytical examination of these
hadiths not only provides strong evidence for the antiquity and authenticity of Shiite
beliefs from the era of the Imams’ presence, but also indicates the longstanding and
frequent transmission of these teachings and their importance to the Imams.

Keywords: the golden chain (silsilat al-dhahab), ‘Uyin akhbar al-Rida, transmitted
theology, doctrinal skepticism, monotheism.
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